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your life  your home
Bottom line: our homes are incredibly important to our happiness 
and well-being. Home is where we watch our children grow, make 
lifelong memories and escape into our own personal sanctuary. 
Since our lives keep changing, our homes also evolve as our 
family’s needs and styles change through the years. 

One of the most exciting developments in interior design over 
the past decade is the idea of having your home truly reflect 
your individuality. Long-gone are the days when a living room 
was only used for important company or a bedroom was one 
suite of matching furniture. Kitchens are no longer just for 
cooking; they are the hub of the home and used for entertaining 
and relaxation with the family. 

Even more thrilling is the design philosophy that you can merge 
together the furniture, art, colors, lighting and accessories you 

love into an environment that defines your personal style. That 
means that antiques with modern art, country with contemporary 
or traditional with an edge of urban sophistication can all work 
together in one space that is uniquely you. 

Happily, lighting has finally gotten the recognition it deserves and 
is now widely accepted as the one design element that can tie 
your whole look together. Try pendants over the kitchen island, 
a statement chandelier in the bedroom or beautiful sconces in 
your great room. Have fun learning about the different ways light 
can impact the functionality of a space and then explore the 
styles and finishes that will really make a “wow” factor happen 
in each room. 

enjoy lighting made simple
   H INKLEY ’S  GUIDE TO L IGHT ING FOR REAL L IFE

http://www.hinkleylighting.com/products/product-detail.aspx?pid=4982&cid=6


LIGHTINGMADESIMPLE™

CONTENTS

LIGHTING MADE SIMPLE  By Hinkley Lighting       1

2
Lighting Basics
7 smart tips to choosing the right lighting

4
Facade Facelift 
Increased curb appeal = increased 
property value

6
Style Central
If you need help deciding what lighting 
designs will work best in your home, use 
this quick glance Style Guide

7
Finish Line
Feel comfortable choosing the right finish
and have fun!

8
Lighting 101
The ultimate guide to sizing and hanging 
your lighting fixtures

10
Small Spaces
Put the finishing touch on the smaller
rooms in your home with great lighting

11
Little Budget, Big Bath

12
Lighting Lingo
Talk like a pro when you’re in the 
market to buy

13
Luminous Life
Simple changes to your lighting can 
make a big difference

14
OOOH Those Summer Nights
Your backyard checklist for enjoying the 
evening with landscape lighting

16
It Pays to Plan Ahead 
What to expect when purchasing lighting

8

2

“A project can go 
from dull to dynamic 
with even the smallest 
efforts in lighting 
design.”
LISA RACHELLE MCDENNON
LRM Interior Design
Laguna Beach, California 

Hinkley has collaborated with renowned 
interior designers to bring you design and 
lighting tips from the pros. For complete 
bios, visit hinkleylighting.com/beinspired.
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2. What type of lighting 
do you need? 

Choose from ambient, accent, 
task or decorative. Check out our 

glossary of terms (P. 12) if you need 
help deciding what you need. 3. How big is the room you 

are trying to illuminate?
Scale is important, as well as layering 
light, to ensure you get the proper illumi-
nation and functionality.

4. What design and finish 
works best?
Choose one that appeals to your 
personal style and will complement 
the overall décor of the room.

1. How high is your ceiling?
Remember that taller ceilings 

demand larger fixtures.

7 Smart Tips to Choosing the Right Lighting Updating your lighting, whether it’s a large or small 
project, is serious business. With a little research and advance planning, your lighting selections will add beauty and 
functionality to each room in your home.

The Shelly Collection, 5010 CM

The Plymouth Collection, 4249 OB

The Chandon Collection, 4696 SR

The Ashbury Collection, 5086 CM

LIGHTING BASICSplan ahead
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6. What is the style of the 
exterior of your home?
You’ll want to choose outdoor lanterns that 
complement the style of your facade, not 
necessarily match the interior fixtures.

7. Have you considered the 
safety aspect?
Illuminating dark areas of your property along 
with paths, walkways, driveways, around 
decks, patios and stairs will ensure safety and 
security for you and your guests.

5. Are you considering all possibilities?
Hanging a grouping of smaller fixtures over a kitchen island, 
dining room or coffee table can add a unique look and have 
just as much impact as one larger chandelier.

The Ashbury Collection, 4087 CM

The Harbor Collection, 2579 TT

The Oxford Collection, 1245 MN

Hinkley asked our team of interior designers:

Is it acceptable to hang chandeliers in a 
grouping?

“It’s fine to hang a pair of chandeliers in a large 
room if the room can handle it. If it’s a smaller 
room, make sure the chandeliers aren’t too over-
sized. Beyond that, a pair of pendants over your 
kitchen island or a grouping of smaller hanging 
fixtures in the right room can add a nice detail.”

REBECCA TIER SOSKIN
Rebecca Tier Soskin Design, NY
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C’mon, admit it! We all do it: on an evening drive or a morning walk through our neighbor-
hood, it’s fun to admire different homes and landscaping. What makes one house stand 
out from the others? It’s often the whole package: great architecture, a beautiful lawn 
and the extra attention to details that add a layer of sophistication. Want to make your 
home’s exterior look amazing? You can make it happen by adding some lighting style to 
your home’s outdoor space — you will not only make it look better, you’ll also be creating 
irresistible curb appeal and lasting value. Whether you’re selling your home soon or just 
looking to create a friendlier view from the street, outdoor lighting is an investment that 
will repay itself many times over.

FACADEfacelift
(no scalpel required)

INCREASED CURB APPEAL 
EQUALS INCREASED 
PROPERTY VALUE

If you’re going eco-chic, Hinkley 
has many options to choose 

from. Our Dwell lanterns come 
standard Dark Sky compliant 

and can be configured with an 
Energy Saving socket and 

CFL bulb.

The Freeport Collection, 1802 OZ
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Porch lights, post mount 
lights and wall lights 
in garage areas can 
provide a warm welcome 
after dark for guests and 
security at night for you.
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Today, there are more 
outdoor lighting designs 

and styles than ever before, 
so be sure to explore all of 

the possibilities.

Here the bulb is 
concealed in the roof of 
the fixture creating a warm 
down light.

Adding new outdoor 
lighting can make your 
home look more orderly 
and properly maintained.

Hinkley asked our team of interior designers:

What is the importance of 
outdoor lighting?  

“Again we deal with function and style.  
Outdoor lighting is needed to light the 
driveway at night, the path to your 
home, front and side doors, and either 
side of your garage doors.  However, 
lighting the outdoors of your home 
should not be looked at as an after 
thought. Strategically placed uplights 
on trees, hanging chandeliers over an 
outdoor dining table on a screened in 
porch, and lights attached to trees 
around your property can create a 
night time wonderland.”

SARA GILBANE SULLIVAN
Sara Gilbane Interiors, NY
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STYLE CENTRAL Need some help deciding what lighting styles will work best in your home? Here are some 
Hinkley hints for choosing lighting that complements your style, inside and out.

RUSTIC CHIC

URBAN SOPHISTICATION

AMERICAN BEAUTY

+

+

+

+

+

+

Cozy fabrics, warm hardwoods and aged leather create country comfort in your home

Cool, calm and collected, you covet sleek designs, neutral palettes and chic accessories

For you, tradition never goes out of style with timeless designs and elegant details

STYLEfixture guide

SLOAN 4542 RB

HAMPTON 3206 AN

CAMBRIDGE 4416 PW

THISTLEDOWN 5682 VZ

MILEY 5053 BN

ALICE 5830 AN

TRELLIS 1438 RB

DWELL 1325 HE

RALEY 1609 MB
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Choosing the right finish is an important step in selecting the right lighting fix-
ture for your space. The finish can dictate the mood or feel of the room, so have 
fun with it. First, take into consideration your color scheme. If you are updating 
the lighting in your kitchen or bath, double check the finishes of other appli-

ances or fixtures. Light, bright paint or wallpaper paired with chrome or brushed 
nickel can give the illusion of more space and convey a crisp, clean feel while 

brushed gold or bronze finishes can add a warm elegant glow.

FinishLINE

Fixture placement is very 
important, but in most cases 
is subjective based on the 
room’s layout and decor.

As a general rule of 
thumb sconces, when 
mounted, should 
be hung about 60" 
from the floor and be 
spaced at least 
6' apart.
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Lighting 101
Follow these simple tips for sizing and hanging your lighting fixtures:

1

3

2

1

OUTDOOR LANTERNS

When Hanging 1 Lantern: Your lantern 
should measure about 3 the height of 
your door.

When Hanging 2 Lanterns: Your 
lanterns should measure about ¼ the 
height of your door.

As a general rule of thumb, your lan-
terns should appear to be about half 
the size of your door from the street. 
In all cases, the center of the bulb 
should rest approximately 66" above 
the threshold of the door.

2

SIZING A FIXTURE FOR 
YOUR FOYER OR ENTRY
When determining whether to hang a 
flush, semi-flush, or multi-tiered chan-
delier in your foyer, be advised that 
the bottom of the fixture should be at 
least 7' from the floor. For two-story 
foyers, if there is a window above the 
door, center the chandelier so it can 
be seen from outside.

3

If your foyer is extra large, you may 
want to add sconces. Sconces should 
be installed about 60" from the floor 
and about 6'-8' apart.

4  & 5

IN THE BATH
Above The Vanity: When installing 
fixtures directly over the vanity, in 
most cases the fixture should be a 
minimum of 24" wide and the center of 
the fixture should be mounted about 
75"-80" above the floor.

Flanking The Vanity: Mounting 
sconces on either side of your vanity 
allows light to be evenly distributed 
across your face. The fixtures should 
be mounted at eye level and approxi-
mately 36"-40" apart.

4

5

Tools, products, materials, techniques, building codes and local regulations may vary or change from time to time; 
therefore, the publisher of Lighting Made Simple™ assumes no liability for omissions, errors or the outcome of 
any project. The reader must always exercise reasonable caution, follow current codes and regulations that may 
apply, and is urged to consult with a licensed professional if in doubt about any procedures.
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6  & 7

BEDROOM LIGHTING
Overhead Lighting: A central overhead 
lighting fixture will allow for the room’s 

general illumination. 

Task & Ambient Lighting: In addition 
to giving you the lighting you need to 

read, mounting sconces on either side 
of your headboard will keep tables clear 

while helping to bounce light off walls 
generating a softer mood and a more 

spacious feeling.

8

CHANDELIERS
To size a chandelier for your dining room, 

or to be the focal point of your space, 
measure the length and width of your 

room and add those figures together. The 
sum, converted to inches will equal the 

correct sized chandelier.

Example
14' + 20' = 34'  

Converted to inches = 34"
Correct Size Chandelier = 34" Diameter

In most cases, the bottom of your 
chandelier should sit approximately 

30"-32" above the tabletop.

9

PENDANTS
A small grouping of pendants over an 

island can add great task lighting to 
the kitchen while infusing a nice design 

element. As a rule of thumb, the bottoms 
of the fixtures should sit approximately 

30" from the countertop.

10

CONSIDER SAFETY
Illuminate and protect against unwanted 

guests with additional lighting in dark 
areas of your property.

11  & 12   LANDSCAPE LIGHTING

Path & Area Lighting: Path lighting should be installed to enhance landscaping and to safely illuminate 
pathways. A space of about 6' between each light is a general guideline to follow.

Uplighting: Illuminating trees or other elements from below will create soft focal points in the landscaping after 
the sun goes down. Use a flashlight to test where you’d like the light to hit and then mount fixtures accordingly. 

Be sure to mount fixtures out of the grass for ease of mowing and other landscaping tasks.

6

7

8

9

12

11

10
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SPACESsmall

Lighten Your Load
Doing laundry is a never-ending task, so why not make your laundry 
room a fun place to spend time? Get creative and organize the area with 
chic, functional storage bins, a color palette that makes you happy and 
lighting that ensures a bright, cheery environment while reducing eye 
strain. These simple changes can transform a dreary space into one that 
provides loads of style.

Powder Room Perfection
The powder room, typically a main floor half-

bath, is often the home’s smallest room. Yet, if 
you measure its worth by the amount of traffic 

a room gets per square foot, the powder 
room could easily be the most valuable 

space in your house. So make sure you get 
the design right, especially the lighting, which 

can contribute dramatically to the overall 
effect. Don’t be afraid to get creative and 

express your personal style. Choose lighting 
fixtures with character that will provide both 

task and ambient lighting while adding a little 
something special.

“Powder rooms are the jewel 
boxes of a home. No rules apply.  
I love playing with scale – it can 

easily add drama and interest to a 
smaller space.”

CARRIE FUNDINGSLAND
Houseplay Interiors

Los Angeles 

The Cirrus Collection, 3805 BN

The Brooke Collection, 5003 AN
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One way to stretch your dollars is by updating the vanity lighting 
in your bathroom. Your bathroom lighting is crucial to how well 
it functions AND how great it looks, so you can really maximize 
the benefits of upgrading the lighting in this space. Use these 
simple tips when installing: Install a bath fixture that is at least 24" 

wide directly over your mirror and approximately 75-80" above 
the floor. If you want additional task lighting and ambiance, go 
for wall sconces on either side of the mirror, at least 28" apart 
and 60" above the floor. Not only will this layer the light, but 
really add pop to the overall design.

little budget, BIG BATH
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Flush or Semi-Flush Mount 
Sometimes refered to as ceiling 
mounted fixtures, these fixtures 
mount directly to the ceiling with a 
“pan” or canopy.

Glass or Shade A decorative 
opaque or transluscent covering on 
light fixtures designed to shield the 
light source or redirect the light.

LED Light emitting diode. Ex-
tremely efficient and long lasting 
solid state lighting. Estimated LED 
chip life = 40,000 hrs. 

Pendant These fixtures can be 
used to provide both task and gen-
eral lighting. Equipped with shades 
or globes to avoid glare, they are 
suspended from the ceiling over 
tables, kitchen counters or other 
work areas.  

Sconce An ornamental light 
fixture attached to a wall to provide 
additional layers of light in a room.  

Task Lighting Lighting that is 
specifically installed to light an area 
where a task is performed.   

Top to Outlet The measure-
ment from the top of the fixture to 
the center of the outlet box when 
installed.

Transformer An electrical 
device that transforms the line volt-
age (usually 120 volts for residential 
settings or 277 volts for commercial 
settings) into the voltage that a low 
voltage lighting system requires (12, 
15 or 24 volts).

Wattage The amount of energy 
consumed by a light bulb.

Accent Lighting Lighting that 
is used to accent or highlight a 
particular object such as a work of 
art. To be effective accent lighting 
should be approximately four or five 
times the level of ambient light in 
the room.  

ADA (Americans with Disabilities 
Act): ADA compliant fixtures do not 
extend more than 4" from the wall.

Ambient Lighting General 
lighting that usually lights up an 
entire space. 

Arm A decorative shaped tube or 
casting that is used to support a 
socket that usually has socket wires 
running through it.  

Back Plate The part of a fixture 
that mounts to a wall or vertical 
surface.  

Bobesche A disc or decorative 
plate that sits under the candle 
sleeve.  

Canopy The decorative plate 
that attaches to ceiling to cover the 
junction box.

Combination Mount Refers 
to the ability of a fixture to either be 
hung by chain or mounted directly 
to the ceiling.

Compact Fluorescent 
(CFL) An energy efficient fluores-
cent bulb with a lifespan that 
is 10 times longer and 3 to 4 times 
brighter than an incandescent bulb.

Diffuser A shield or shade 
that softens light intensity and/or 
prevents the light bulbs from being 
directly exposed.

Dimmer A device used for 
varying the brightness of lamps in 
a lighting installation. Dimming con-
trols are ideal for almost any type 
of room because they can change 
the amount of lighting to suit each 
mood or activity.

Extension Refers to the depth 
of a wall mounted fixure or the 
measurement from the wall to the 
farthest point on the fixture away 
from the wall.

Finial A small finishing ornament 
at the crown or bottom of 
a fixture.

TERMS
Lighting Lingo
A brief glossary of common 
lighting terms
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Have you ever thought “I’m having trouble 
seeing what I am doing”or “the lighting in this 
room isn’t quite right?” If so, you aren’t alone. The most 
common lighting complaints revolve around insufficient or 
unflattering light. Hinkley recommends using an experienced 
American Lighting Association (ALA) specialist or your local 
lighting showroom to isolate your lighting challenges. Following 
are some simple tips that will make a big difference in how you 
use and enjoy the rooms in your home:

You will need to try to isolate the nature 
of the problem. Typically, the usual 
suspects include the following:

Light sources are not bright enough, or 
there are too few of them, to provide 
adequate illumination, or...

Light fixtures may be the wrong design or 
incorrectly placed in the room.

The amount of light you need depends on the design of the 
space as well as the visual requirements of rooms such as a 
home office, kitchen, bathroom or library. Remember that it 
usually takes a combination of several light sources, such as 
ambient, task and accent lighting to achieve your goals. 

Dimmers are also key and will make your lighting selections 
more versatile, allowing you to easily alter the room depending 
on its usage, like a dining room table being used for homework 
or a romantic dinner. 

luminous life
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OOOH THOSE
SUMMER NIGHTS
R Backyard BBQs 

R Relaxing with the neighbors by the fire pit 

R Kids catching fireflies

R Romantic dinners on the patio

R Poolside Parties

“Illuminating a deck, patio, or other 
outdoor dining and sitting areas allows 
you to use those spaces in the evening 

hours, and enjoy the sounds, fragrances, 
and fresh air of the outdoors. Landscape 

lighting encourages people to step 
outside and creates a wonderful indoor-

outdoor connection beyond daylight 
hours. In addition, lighting outdoor 

spaces allows you to see these areas 
from inside the house, too. Otherwise, 
when interior lights are on, windows 

become unattractive black holes.”
AMY ELBERT

Senior Architecture Editor
Traditional Home
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Consider making your 
backyard a room of its own!

The purpose of landscape lighting is to unify the relationship between 
your house and the landscaping that surrounds it. One of the great 
features of landscape lighting is that it allows you to start slowly and  
gradually add in more lights as your time, budget or exterior space 
allows. You may choose to begin with path lights to add safety to your 
walkways and then slowly fill in various accent lights to emphasize 
features of your landscaping.  
 
Landscape lighting enhances your outdoor living environment, extends 
the hours of enjoyment you and your family spend outdoors and provides 
safety and security. Well designed landscape lighting, done gradually, will 
reinforce aesthetic appeal and increasingly add more value to your home.

Landscape Lighting Basics
Consider all aspects of your exterior when designing a lighting plan. 
Here are some important areas to focus on:

Path & Area Area lights, or low-level path lighting, are installed to keep 
walkways bright and easily visible.

Accent Accent lights use directional beams of light and are most often 
installed to spotlight important landscape features such as trees, statues 
and other architectural elements. 

Deck, Step & Brick Deck, step and brick lights can be used in 
masonry or wood constructions to add safety and security to multi-level 
decks and on steps located throughout your property.  

Hinkley asked our team of interior designers:

What visual effects can you create with 
landscape lighting? 

“Simply put, landscape lighting creates 
enchantment. Lighting can create garden focal 
points, defining areas of interest. It’s wonderful to 
highlight garden features, such as arbors, birdbaths 
or water features. Many gardeners enjoy planting 
white or “moon” gardens that glow at night, with the 
help of subtle lighting. Landscape lighting is a 
wonderful way to define intimate sitting and dining 
areas that are particularly conducive to relaxation 
and conversation. Large bushes and shrubs can 
present interesting textures and outlines when they 
are highlighted or you can create dramatic pools of 
light near plants or shrubs.”

AMY ELBERT
Senior Architecture Editor
Traditional Home
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While the replacement of an outdated fixture can be done on 
your own, you may want to hire a qualified electrician for more 
involved projects that require difficult tasks such as re-wiring or 
adding fixtures to new locations. 
 
Plan your budget accordingly. Without the appropriate research 
and planning, fixture prices can lead to sticker shock if you are 

not familiar with different types of lighting and their cost. Re-
member, too, that lighting is a 5-10 year investment and should 
be taken seriously. When lighting is left as one of the final or 
last-minute purchases, it often results in poor quality impulse 
buys, leaving you with something you aren’t happy with. Start by 
choosing your lighting first and it can inspire your décor and the 
feel of an entire space! 

Plan on doing some research. Take your time and learn about different lighting applications and styles 
so you can achieve the effect you want. Take advantage of the expert lighting consultants at your local 
showrooms or an interior designer to ensure you make the right selections the first time. 

It Pays to Plan Ahead 
What to expect when purchasing lighting
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1. Identify your lighting 
needs 
Take a snap shot of the space where 
you’re planning on installing new 
lighting, so you can get assistance 
from a lighting specialist when you 
start to shop. Plus, take some quick 
measurements of the room and any 
surfaces the lighting will be 
suspended over. This will help you 
choose the right size fixtures and 
determine how many you need.

2. Research local lighting 
showrooms and the type 
and the quality of their 
offerings
Quality in the fixture’s construction, 
finish and details is going to make a 
big difference in the overall “look” 
and lifespan of your fixture.

3. Decide on a budget
While lighting can make a big 
impact on a relatively small budget, 
a fixture like a chandelier that hangs 
in your dining room is an important 
focal point you will see everyday, so 
don’t skimp.

4. Get creative and have 
fun with it!
Don’t be afraid to express your 
personal style - the addition of just 
the right fixture can add your own 
character to your home’s decor.

http://www.hinkleylighting.com/products/product-detail.aspx?pid=1885
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COMMITTED TO KEEPING YOUR LIFE 
ILLUMINATED, ENLIGHTENED, AGLOW.
To request a catalog, visit us online at hinkleylighting.com

HINKLEY™

 life  

LANDSCAPE

 life  a g l o w

catalogs

web

facebook.com/hinkleylighting

connect

video Visit the Hinkley Lighting You Tube channel to watch 
our Life Aglow video: youtube.com/hinkleylightinginc

Scan this mobi tag with 
your smart phone to 
experience Life Aglow:

http://www.hinkleylighting.com
http://www.hinkleylighting.com
http://www.hinkleylighting.com
http://www.hinkleylighting.com
http://www.hinkleylighting.com
http://www.hinkleylighting.com
http://www.hinkleylighting.com/be-inspired/lighting-tips/
http://www.hinkleylighting.com/be-inspired/lighting-tips/
http://www.hinkleylighting.com/be-inspired/lighting-tips/
http://www.hinkleylighting.com/be-inspired/lighting-tips/
http://www.hinkleylighting.com/be-inspired/lighting-tips/
http://www.hinkleylighting.com/be-inspired/lighting-tips/
http://www.hinkleylighting.com/products/locator.aspx
http://www.hinkleylighting.com/products/locator.aspx
http://www.hinkleylighting.com/products/locator.aspx
http://www.hinkleylighting.com/products/locator.aspx
http://www.hinkleylighting.com/be-inspired/catalog.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/hinkleylighting
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcltqZq51rM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcltqZq51rM
http://www.hinkleylighting.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcltqZq51rM
http://www.gettag.mobi/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcltqZq51rM


IT’S FREE!

Sign up for Lighting Made Simple
hinkleylighting.com/guide

Hinkley Lighting
12600 Berea Road | Cleveland, Ohio 44111

LIGHTINGMADESIMPLE™

LIGHTING MADE SIMPLE      LMS11

6              40665   00116             7

http://www.hinkleylighting.com/products/product-detail.aspx?pid=4651
http://www.hinkleylighting.com/guide
http://www.hinkleylighting.com
http://www.hinkleylighting.com
http://www.hinkleylighting.com

